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the meat of an 
emaciated 
camel 

the meat of a 
lean weak 
camel 

the meat of 
a lean camel 
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his faults, 
outward and 
hidden 

his defects and 
bad traits 

faults-both 
visible and 
invisible 
completely 
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tall a tall man long-
statured 
fellow (i. e. 
he lacks 
intelligence) 
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Tihama Tihama Tihama (the 
night of 
Hijaz and 
Mecca) 
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like a leopard 
when he comes 
in and a lion 
when he goes 
out 

when entering 
(the house) is a 
leopard, and 
when going 
out, is a lion 
*She compares 
her husband 
with a leopard 
which is well-
known for 
being shy, 
harmless and 
fond of much 
sleep. She 
compares him 

(like) a 
leopard as 
he enters 
the house, 
and behaves 
like a lion 
when he 
gets out 
* He enjoys 
sound sleep 
like a 
leopard and 
remains 
indifferent 
to the affairs 
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with a lion 
when he is out 
for fighting. 
Besides, he 
does not 
interfere in the 
home affairs, 
e.g. he does not 
ask her how 
much she has 
spent, nor does 
he criticize any 
fault he may 
notice.   

of his wife 
and family.    
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He does not 
ask about the 
state of things 

He does not 
ask about 
whatever is in 
the house 

he does not 
ask about 
that which 
he leaves in 
the house 

 ) g+f +4 t��5 U/0i� j �. |.
��9u4 �
�+�� ( 

�   �������' �.� � � 
 �
G����v �, �.1 
 � �
 �n� � �

Q$+� �-�W5 : � �!��
 E+!x�� ;4 A+&�q+@ E/5
 �
����D��1 ��=����1

If my husband 
eats, he eats 
too much and 
leaves nothing. 
If he drinks, 

If my husband 
eats. he eats 
too much 
(leaving the 
dishes empty), 

he eats so 
much that 
nothing is 
left back and 
when he 

 ) �a!
�� +���94 t�1N ��W�
 E| �
�����51 h� ���:� e���#!:�
 ,�=���1 ���J� ;�4 A+&�q�



 

��
7

GD��v � 
 I
� ( he leaves 
nothing 

and if he 
drinks he 
leaves nothing 

drinks he 
drinks that 
no drop is 
left behind 
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+aD� 5 ;$ ��~M soft to touch 
like a rabbit 
and smells like 
a Zarnab (a 
kind of good 
smelling grass) 

as sweet as 
the sweet-
smelling 
plant, and as 
soft as the 
softness of 
the hare 

*He 
possesses 
fine qualities 
of both body 
and mind.  
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has a high 
position, with 
a long sword 
strap (because 
of his height). 
He leaves 
abundant 
ashes and his 
house is close 
to the central 
gathering 

a tall generous 
man wearing a 
long strap for 
carrying his 
sword. His 
ashes are 
abundant and 
his house is 
near to the 
people who 
would easily 
consult him. 
* He is noble 
and brave. 
**He is so 
generous that 
he always 
makes fires for 
his guests to 
entertain 
them, and 
hence, the 
abundant 
ashes he has at 
home.  
***He lives 
near the 

the master of 
a lofty 
building, 
long-
statured, 
having heaps 
of ashes (at 
his door) 
and his 
house is near 
the meeting 
place and 
the inn 
*He is very 
warm and 
hospitable 
and the fire 
always burns 
in his 
kitchen. 
**He is also 
the chief and 
is always 
busy in 
entertaining 
guests.   
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people so that 
he is always at 
hand to solve 
their problems 
and help them 
in hardships 
and give them 
good advice.  
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What can be 
said [about] 
Malik? 

and what is 
Malik? 

and how 
fine Malik is 
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camels, most 
of which are 
kept in pens 
while only a 
few are sent to 
graze. When 
they hear the 
sound of the 
lute 

camels are 
kept at home 
(ready to be 
slaughtered 
for the guests) 
and only a few 
are taken to 
the pastures. 
When the 
camels hear 
the sound of 
the lute (or the 
tambourine) 
they realize 
that they are 
going to be 
slaughtered 
for the guests.  

He has many 
folds of his 
camel, more 
in number 
than the 
pastures for 
them. When 
they (the 
camels) hear 
the sound of 
music  

*Camels are 
always 
slaughtered 
in his guest 
house, and, 
therefore, he 
does not 
require as 
many 
pastures to 
graze his 
camels as the 
folds to keep 
them. 

**In old 
Arab society 
there could 
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have been 
no idea of 
feast without 
dance and 
music, so 
when the 
camels heard 
the music 
they came to 
know of the 
feast being 
held and 
were thus 
sure that 
they would 
be 
slaughtered 
and their 
meat would 
be served to 
the guests.     
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a people of a 
few sheep 

my family who 
were mere 
owners of 
sheep 

among the 
shepherds 
living in the 
side of  the 
mountain 
* “I was an 
insignificant 
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woman, 
without any 
means”.   
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His bed is like 
a narrow 
unsheathed 
sword and the 
shoulder of a 
lamb satisfies 
him 

His bed is as 
narrow as an 
unsheathed 
sword and an 
arm of a kid 
(of four 
months) 
satisfies his 
hunger 
*He was a 
slender man 
who ate little.  

his bed is as 
soft as a 
green palm-
stick drawn 
forth from 
its bark, or 
like a sword 
drawn forth 
from its 
scabbard, 
and whom 
just an arm 
of a lamb is 
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She fills out 
her garment 

She has a fat 
well-built body 

wearing 
sufficient 
flesh 
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butter was 
when the milk 
was being 

when the 
milk was 
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being churned milked from 
the animals 

churned in 
the vessels 
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two sons like 
leopards 

two sons like 
two leopards 

two children 
like 
leopards 
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a fast, tireless 
horse and a 
spear of al-
Khatt 

ride a fast 
tireless horse 
and keep a 
spear in his 
hand 

expert rider, 
and a fine 
archer 
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